
Matthew 

Chapter 17:1-13 

Transfiguration – The Announcement of the Passion 

 
REVIEW: 

Many scholars believe Matthew is actually broken into 5 sections 

1. Sermon on the Mount = chapter 5-7 – for the multitudes 

2. Healings thru faith = chapters 8-9 culminating in chapter 10 = for Disciples, pulled into the Kingdom call 

3. Chapter 13 = parables, for both (chapter 14 – call to decision) 

4. Chapter 18 = teachings about the community of following Jesus 

5. Chapter 23-25 = almost like the second Sermon on the Mount before He dies  

 

* Feeding of 5000 vs. 4000 

* Review 16 from last week’s teaching …super important to highlight the Passion predictions 

a) Peter’s confession 

b) Jesus’ charge to keep it quiet 

c) Jesus’ prediction of His future suffering, death, and resurrection 

d) His call to discipleship and following Him 

e) The Transfiguration 

f) Jesus’ command to keep quiet 

g) A discussion on the coming of Elijah 

h) the healing of a boy 

i) 2
nd

 prediction of His death 

ALL of it has to do with 1) Who Jesus is and 2) Why He came 

 

The time frame of the Transfiguration is super significant 

Jesus has grown to huge popularity, and yet is hated by much of the religious leaders 

The ISSUE IS NOW IS IDENTITY AND PURPOSE 

From here on Jerusalem lurks just ahead 

 

• Matt. 17:1-13 

Last weeks passage and this weeks passage exists in ALL 3 Synoptic Gospels 

• Mark 9:2-8 

• Luke 9:28-36 

 

OT Threads: 

 

1. Time between Jesus words about seeing the power of the Kingdom and the Transfiguration 

• Matt. 17:1 

Why does it say 6 days later? Where were they? 

How does the Mark and Matthew passages compare with Luke? (8) 

• Exodus 24:16 

6 days, then a seventh, plus an unspecified time to ascend and descend (aside from the 40 days) 

 

2. Mountain 

 

Doesn’t say which mountain 

Some believe it was Mt. Tabor – problem is there was a Roman fortress there so it would have been difficult to be alone 

Others believe Mt Hermon at Caesarea Philippi – problem is it is over 9,000 feet high with snow 

Best possible solution is probably Mt Meiron – highest peak in Palestine in the Galilee region, 10 miles Northwest 

Why do we need to know they are on a high mountain? What does this again sound like? 

Mount Sinai 

• Is. 40:9-11 (those who bring the good news go up a high mountain) 

Word MOUNTAIN occurs 16x in Matthew – super significant picture 

 

3. Presence and the Cloud 



• Matt. 17:5 

Again, what comes to mind? 

What was the cloud all about in the OT picture? 

a) Ex. 13:21-22 = Led them on their journey 

b) Ex. 16:10 = Displayed God’s Glory prior to giving the manna 

c) Ex. 24:16 = Marked the blessing of the 70 elders 

d) Ex. 40:34-38 = Appeared at the entrance of the Tabernacle 

e) Ex. 19:16-20 = Represented God’s Presence 

• Ex. 24:15-18 

In the LXX, uses word “Overshadow” in this account – same word translated overshadow in our passage 

Same word that is used in the LXX to translate the Hebrew word the glorious shekinah Presence of God at the 

Tabernacle 

• Ex. 40:35 

Also remember Dan. 7:13 where he describes the Son of Man coming on the clouds of Heaven 

Kinda cool…you have the past and present represented 

Again, it is a huge statement about the significance of Jesus’ death and ascension 

 

4. Moses and Elijah 

• Matt. 17:1-3 

What do Moses and Elijah represent? 

The Torah and the Prophets 

What is also unique to Moses and Elijah (concerning death)? 

Only Moses buried by God, and only Elijah and Enoch never died at all 

Why would that be important here? 

Again, this is an announcement right after Jesus’ Passion predictions 

And here are these 2, with unique finishes, facing the One with the most significant finish 

And yet Jesus was not transported to Heaven but will actually die and suffer 

 

 

5. Transfiguration 

 

What does this mean, “transfigured”? 

Luke actually is more specific – says, “the appearance of His face changed, and His clothes became dazzling white.” 

• Luke 9:30-32 

• Exodus 34:29-35 

What happens next? 

Why is it significant that Jesus shines? Are Moses and Elijah shining? Is that significant? 

Jesus’ Glory is on display, and beyond these other 2 amazing pillars of the faith…there is no missing it 

• Deut. 34:5-6 

• Jude 4-9 

Jude is apparently alluding to a story written in the 1
st
 Century CE 

According to Deuteronomy Rabbah 11:10, ancient extra Biblical literature, there was an argument about an hour before 

Moses died 

It was between the angel Samma’el, regarded as the Angel of Death and often thought of as the Satan, and Michael 

Michael is regarded according to Daniel as Israel’s defender 

Apparently Moses’ tomb was Michael’s responsibility 

According to the story, The Satan claimed his body but Michael was unwilling, though careful because of Satan’s 

authority 

See this clearly in Job chapters 1-2…God allowed, gave him this authority and Michael won’t cross it 

According to Deuteronomy Rabbah, when Samma’el came to claim him, it was said that Moses was “sitting down and 

writing the unutterable name of God, and how the radiance of his appearance was like that of the sun.” 

 

So you have all this background, knowledge that the Disciples were intimately aware of…leading into this scene 

 

A side note – the shining isn’t about divinity, Moses and Elijah are shining too 

In the future we will all shine brightly 

• Matthew 13:43 



 

6. Booths 

When did Jews build booths?  

Fest of Tabernacles or booths or sukkot 

Remember the people sleeping outside AND of a future time of rest and celebration 

Peter’s desire to tie this event to the Booths makes a statement – Jesus is now ushering I that time of rest 

Peter thinks Jesus’ glorification has come 

When in fact it completely misses the necessity of the cross 

• Matt. 17:4-9 

• Deut. 18:15-19 

Interesting, What has Jesus just told His disciples about? 

His immanent death…LISTEN TO HIM 

•  Deut. 18:22 

 

7. Voice from Heaven 

In Exodus 24 when God speaks, what does He primarily speak? 

Torah 

Now He speaks of Messiah 

• Psalm 2:4-6 

Psalm 2 speaks of the future vindication of Messiah…He will rule 

But first, He must die which will look completely the opposite 

 

 

By the way, the Transfiguration is an amazing contract with the Crucifixion: 

1. On a Mountain in glory vs. skull hill 

2. Cloths shining brightly vs. naked and bloody 

3. Moses and Elijah vs. 2 thieves 

4. Bright cloud of God’s Presence vs. darkness and God’s back turned 

5. Here Peter blurts out his excitement, there Jesus is nearly alone, Peter in shame 

6. Here God declares Him as His Son, their, a Roman pagan soldier 

7. Here the Father’s acceptance, there the Father’s ultimate rejection 

 

• Mathew 17:10-13 

(Mal. 4:5) 

Why didn’t the disciples recognize John as the Elijah? 

Because they were looking for the wrong thing…exactly the same reason they missed chapter 16 and the previous 

section 

 

 


